IMAGINE HOUSTON

Ag a vibrant metropolis, Houston attracts national
attention as a great place to live, work and play.
Quality of life continues to be the No. 1 reason
why people living in Houston love it here and
thousands of newcomers relocate here each
year. Its special features include the following:

* Optimism and the indomitable spirit of a
global leader draw businesses eager to share
in Houston's success. Twenty-five Fortune 500
companies are headquartered in the Greater
Houston area and help continue the city’s growing
economic achigverment.

* The Texas Medical Center allows people from
all walks of life access to the best health care
anywhere. Forty-ning institutions comprise the
world-renowned center,

#* Houston is one of only a few U.S. cities with
permanent professional resident companies in
opera, ballet, music and theater. The Theater
District, with its five major performing arts venues,
is home to these companies as well as four
other internationally recognized performing arts
presenters,

* As with all world-class cities, Houston and
the region comprises hundreds of distinctive
neighborhoods that reflect specific personalities
and character. Typical housing prices are well
below the national average, giving buyers a vast
selection,

#* Practically year round, the area’s residents can
enjoy an outdoor lifestyle. Average temperatures
allow for recreation in and around Houston and
use of more than 100 miles of trails within its
18,000 acres of green space.

* The Houston Galleria and dozens of regional
shopping districts give residents and visitors
ample selection in style and price.

+* From preschool to college, the Houston region
is rich in education opportunities for all ages.
Top-rated public schools, exclusive private
schools and leading universities educate tomor-
row's leaders.

* All major professional sporting teams are
represented in Houston, including baseball,
basketball, football, soccer and hockey.

* With 18 museums in a 1.5-mile radius, the
Museun District provides Houstonians  with
maximurm exposure to artistic, scientific and
educational resources.

BUFFALO MARINE SERVICE, INC.

AMBASSADORS OF THE PORT

since its creation in 1961, Buffalo Marnine Saervice,

Ing., is the region’s premier maring fransportation
company. From its humble beginnings in the shadow
of Brady's lsland with two pushboats and two bunker
barges, Buffalo Marine's mission of fueling ships from
around the glabe in a ust-in-time environment laid the
foundation for its current fleet of 17 pushboats and
31 tank barges. This extracrdinary growth in a very
competitive market reflects the company's penchant
10 exceed expectations while delivering excellence
each and every time one of its bunker barges fuels
an oceangoing vessel,

S ituated on the banks of the original Buffalo Bayou

Buffalo Marine'’s owner and president, Pat Studdert,
siresses (o his crews that they are, "ambassadors of
the port. Mo matier where we fuel ships—be it Corpus
Christi, Part Arthur, Mobile, Alabama or all paints in
between—in many cages you are the first person

that the Chief Enginesr greets in the United States.”
Studdert underscores o his team of seafarers that first
impressions are lasting impressions. Consaguently, it
is imperative that they wear the Buffalo Marine unifcrm
with pride and always respect the various cullures they
encounter while conducting fueling operations

The pace of operations that Buffalo Marine manages in
a porl thal never sleeps is quile impressive, Mariners
that ply the Houston Ship Channel always cross paths

with the Bulfalo-blue tows adomed with the trademark
black-star flag. Not content to limit its services to
bunkering, in the last decade, Buffalo Marine has
expanded its services to the transport of petrolaum
cargoes throughout the Gulf Coast's inland market-
place, Whather it is the movement of asphall on the
loweer Mississippd River or the transport of molten sulfur
from a refinery in Lake Charles, Buffalo Marine'’s crews
are cross-trained to handle a variety of cargo at any
number of terminals. Indeed, the company prides itseff
on designing some of the tastest and most fuel-efficient
tows in the industry so its customers have an edge on
the competition.

Mast impartantly, Buftalo Marine fasters an ethos of
safety and compliance, Operational excellence is
mare than the timely delivery of product; it embodies

a pollution-free and injury-absent workplace and a
culture 1o keep it 20. Training to respond 1o a variety
of scenarios no matter how small is second nature
because the team at Bufialo Marine is keenly aware of
the unique hazards involved with living aboard a vessel
in the nation’s busiest port. Lite aboard a tow is not
about self-preservation; rather it is the knowledge
that your shipmales always will ba there for you.
Buffalo Maring is the successful and thriving marine
transportation that it is today because its commitment
to serve others bagins with its owner and is reinforced
rigorously day in and day out. m
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IMAGINE HOUSTON

Since 1961, Buffalo Marine Service, Inc., has been
the region’s premicr marine transportation company.
Buffalo Marines consistent mission of fueling ships
from around the globe in a just-in-time environment
without compromising operational excellence has laid
the foundation for its current feet of 17 pushboats and
31 tank barges with their crademark black-star flags.
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